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Priests, Shamans, Masters: 
the Role of the Lanten Yao Ritual Experts 

and Their Daoist Manuscripts 

Mr. Joseba Estevez  
Ph.D. Candidate of Social Anthropology,        

Westfaelische Wilhelms-Universitaet Muenster  

Mr. Joseba Estevez’s research focuses on the transmission of tradition of 
the ritual experts of the Lanten Yao communites of Northern Laos. For 
the last five years Mr. Estevez has played an important role with the Lan-
ten communities of Northern Laos in establishing the Lanten Museum 
and Cultural Centre in Namlue village, where he carries out since 2010 
extensive research on the role of the Lanten ritual experts. He is the initia-
tor of the pilot project “Lanten Schools” aimed at promoting literacy in 
the Lanten ritual language, involving Chinese Daoist texts, among the 
Lanten youths. This pilot project started in Namlue in September 2014, in 
collaboration with the Luang Namtha Department of Information, Cul-
ture and Information. 

Date:    13 May, 2015 (Wednesday) 
Time:   16:30-18:00 
Venue:  Roon 221A, Fung King Hey Building, CUHK 
Language: English 
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